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Dear  Mr. 

Thank  you  for  your  Interesting  and  newsy  letter  of 
Augugt  23.  You  certainly  have  had  an  Interesting  career 
and  have  been  in  touch  with  some  prominent  amateur  radio 
operators  throughout  the  world. 

1 have  given  considerable  thought  to  your  request  for 
advice  on  how  to  go  about  frying  to  get  an  amateur  radio 
Station  going  In  Iraq  as  part  of  your  club's  program  for 
promoting  international  good  will  through  radio  contacts. 

It  seems  to  me  that  under  present  circumstances  your 
efforts,  though  Sincerely  well-intended,  could  be  misinter- 
preted by  the  Iraqi  authorities.  As  you  note  in  your  letter 
we  do  not  have  regular  diplomatic  relations  with  Iraq. 
Furthermore,  Iraq  has  suffered  from  a great  deal  of  political 
instability  in  recent  years  and  this  has  caused  the  govern- 
ment in  Baghdad. to  he  extremely  suspicious  of  activities 
initiated  in  their  country  by  foreigners,  particularly  from 
western' countries.  They  would  be  particularly  suspicious, 

I am  afraid,  of  any  proposal  to  Establish  an  amateur  radio 
station';  anywhere  in  Iraq,  Unfortunately  the  Government  of 
Iraq  is- about  as  suspicious  of  Syria  and  Jordan  as  it  is  of 
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the  United  States,  so  it  would  not  in  my  opinion*  increase 
the  chances  of  Iraqi  approval  of  your  idea  if  it  were  made  by 
someone  in  Syria  or  Jordan. 

My  personal  suggeation,therefore,  is  that  you  hold  this 
idea  in  abeyance  for  the  time  being.  Perhaps  with  the 
passage  of  time  Iraqi  attitudes  will  evolve  in  such  a way 
that  they  would  be  receptive  to  the  idea  of  permitting 
amateur  radio  hobbyists  to  maintain  contact  with  fellow 
hobbyists  in  other  countries.  At  that  time  your  club  could 
probably  establish  the  kinds  of  contacts  you  have  with 
operators  elsewhere.  — * 

Beat  wishes  to  yourself  and  your  fellow  club  members. 

Sincerely, 


> V. 
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